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waga io ni hito atsumarite uta yomeba
hachi no sumire ni hi wa katamukinu

People gathered at my hermitage
and were composing tanka
before I knew it
the sun had begun to set
shining down on the potted violets

Composed in 1899, at age 32
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Tanka translation: The Shiki Museum English Volunteers

Adpvisor: Patricia Lyons
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