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The Matsuyama City Shiki Memorial Museum is a 
literary museum established in April 1981 （Shōwa 56）. 
Through the world of Masaoka Shiki, it aims to foster a 
deeper appreciation of Matsuyama, its traditional 
culture, and literature while contributing to the creation 
of new cultural endeavors. In July 2024 （Reiwa 6）, part 
of the permanent exhibition was renewed. Visitors can 
now encounter Masaoka Shiki as a person ̶ a figure 
who lived brightly and optimistically in the Meiji era, 
dedicating his passion to literary innovation.

https://shiki-museum.com

Opening Hours／May 1 – October 31：9：00 AM – 6：00 PM （Last admission at 5：30 PM）
　　　　　    November 1 – April 30： 9：00 AM – 5：00 PM （Last admission at 4：30 PM）
C l o s e d／Tuesdays （or the following day if Tuesday is a public holiday）
Admission Fees／Individuals: 500 yen, Groups （20 or more people）：400 yen per person * Free for high school students and younger
　　　　　    *For seniors aged 65 and over （proof of age required）Individuals：250 yen, Groups：200 yen per person
　　　　　    *Admission fees for special exhibitions and special thematic exhibitions are set separately.
P a r k i n g／100 yen per 30 minutes
Audio Guide Rental／100 yen per device, available in five languages：Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean, and Taiwanese
The audio guide provides explanations for approximately 30 major exhibits. （Duration： Approximately 30 to 40 minutes）
Instructor Booking／Guided tours of the permanent exhibition room are available.
◎Regular Guided Tours／Saturdays： From 3：30 PM, Sundays & Public Holidays： From 9：40 AM 
　　　　　　　  　　Meeting Point： Entrance to the Permanent Exhibition Room on the 2nd floor
　　　　　　　　　Duration： Approximately 40 minutes, free of charge （admission fee required）　
◎Individual Guided Tours／Exhibition explanations are available free of charge for individuals and groups. （Reservation is required）
　　　　　　　　　If you are interested, please feel free to contact us using the details below.
*Please note that schedules may change or tours may be suspended during special events.
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Shiki's Zeppitsu-sanku （Final Three Haiku）

Let's make haiku!Gudabutsu-an Hermitage （reconstructed）

This is a design inspired by the haiku magazine 
Hototogisu. It is a special spot that can only be 
seen when the facility is closed.

Shiki's Room
This photo spot is designed to resemble the room 
where Shiki spent his final years. In the summer, 
you can see sponge gourds through the glass.

Museum Shop
In addition to books related to Shiki, we offer a wide 
variety of original merchandise from the Shiki 
Museum. Be sure to stop by and take a look!

Quiz Corner
You can enjoy reviewing the exhibits by taking on fun 
quizzes using touch-screen panels. （Available at eight 
locations within the permanent exhibition room.）

Touchscreen Video Exhibition
・Shiki's Move to Tokyo       
・Matsuyama in the Meiji Era and Now
・Shiki's Pen Names

Play with Shikki
With the large AR-enabled monitor, you 
can take commemorative photos and 
more with our original character, Shikki.

Gudabutsu-an Hermitage （reconstructed）
The first floor of Gudabutsu-an, where Shiki lived 
with Natsume Sōseki, has been reconstructed. You 
can step inside the hermitage and take photos.

Let's make haiku!
You can print your own haiku on a tanzaku 
（poetry card）. Don’t forget to stamp the date 
and take it home as a memento of your visit.

Shiki's Zeppitsu-sanku （Final Three Haiku）
Shiki's final three haiku are displayed in a captivating, 
dreamlike setting. When you touch Shiki's handwriting, 
the written characters will magically appear.
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Overcoming Illness
Shiki spent over six years bedridden at Shiki-an in 
Negishi, Tokyo. While battling the unimaginable pain of 
spinal caries, Shiki never gave up on his literary pursuits 
until his final moments. Shiki's 
late-life artworks, including paintings 
of flowers and plants as well as his 
work Gangu-chō （Toy Notebook） 
reveal the state of mind of Shiki, who 
lived his life to the full.

Prose Reform

Tanka Reform
In his 1898 （Meiji 31） poetry treatise Uta Yomini Atauru Sho 
（A Letter to Tanka Poets）, Shiki criticized the traditional waka 
（a type of short poem; also known as tanka） establishment. He 
advocated for the use of everyday language and foreign words, 
endorsed the Man'yōshū （the oldest collection of waka）, and 
called for the reform of waka poetry. From the same year, he 
held the Negishi Tanka Society gatherings at Shiki-an, where 
he mentored aspiring poets.

Shiki was born in Matsuyama during the turmoil of the Meiji 
Restoration. Influenced by the Freedom and People's Rights 
Movement, Shiki aspired to become a politician. After moving to 
Tokyo, he spent his formative student years alongside friends such 
as Natsume Sōseki. While deepening his research into literature, 
including haiku, Shiki decided to withdraw from university and 
joined the Nihon Shimbun newspaper company. He participated 
in the First Sino-Japanese War as a war correspondent.

During the Edo period, Matsuyama flourished under the rule 
of the Matsudaira family, benefiting from the presence of 
Dōgo Onsen and a rich cultural foundation. The Matsuyama 
Domain, which was pro-shogunate, faced difficulties during 
the late Edo period. However, thanks to the efforts of figures 
such as Shiki’s grandfather, Ōhara Kanzan, it avoided the 
ravages of war and successfully entered the new Meiji era.

Shiki and His Era

The bag Shiki used during
his military correspondence

Draft of Shiki's selected haiku collection
Najimi-shu （A Collection of Familiar Works）

Introductory
Exhibits Shiki as a Person

Shiki 
（30 years old）

Shiki
（23 years old）

Shiki （7 years old）

Akiyama Saneyuki

Kawahigashi Hekigotō Takahama Kyoshi Naitō Meisetsu

Shiki's Haikai Taiyo
（The Essentials of Haiku）

Illustrated Map of Dōgo Onsen （Late Edo Period）

The scene of a haiku gathering at Shiki-an Hermitage

Ōhara Kanzan 
（Privately Owned Portrait）

The 14th Lord of the
Matsuyama Domain, 
Matsudaira SadaakiShiki and his mother, Yae Matsuyama Castle

The History of Dōgo and Matsuyama

Masterpieces of the Shiki Museum Corner
Focusing on Shiki’s handwritten materials, we regularly rotate
exhibits to showcase the masterpieces of our museum.

The lodging where Natsume Sōseki stayed when he was assigned to 
Matsuyama as a middle school teacher. Shiki lived here with Sōseki for 52 
days and worked out his ideas for haiku reform while teaching the haiku.

Gudabutsu-an Hermitage （reconstructed）

Shiki's 
School Cap

The World Envisioned by Shiki
Second FloorSecond Floor Second Floor Third Floor

Shiki's Kusabana-zu （Illustrations of Grasses and Flowers）Shiki's Gangu-chō （Toy Notebook）

Shiki's Self-portrait

Natsume Sōseki

The Shiki Museum's Digital Archive

Masaoka Shiki - a Pioneer of Innovation in Meiji 
Literature. He achieved the reform of haiku, tanka 
（short poems）, and prose, and nurtured many young 
aspiring writers. He also cherished his hometown of 
Matsuyama and, supported by his family and relatives, 
lived his life to the fullest, passing away at the age of 34 
years and 11 months.

"In all matters, revolution and 
reform are always the work of 
young people who emerge newly 
into the world. There are hardly 
any cases where such changes 
have been brought about because 
of the elderly, who have already 
established themselves in society, 
reversed their views midway 
through their lives."

June 18, 1902 ［Meiji 35］）（Shiki, Byōshō Rokushaku （A Sickbed of Six Shaku）, 

Haiku Reform
In his 1895 （Meiji 28） haiku treatise Haikai Taiyō （The 
Essentials of Haiku）, Shiki declared, "Haiku is a part of 
literature." Using the haiku magazine Hototogisu as his 
platform, Shiki promoted the new type of haiku and nurtured 
young aspiring poets.

Haikai Taiyō （The

（A Letter to Tanka Poets）,
Uta Yomini Atauru Sho 

waka

Man'yōshū

Hototogisu
Essentials of Haiku）,

Disciples of Haiku

Nagatsuka Takashi Ito Sachio

Disciples of Tanka

Shiki’s Poem: "Garasudo no soto no 
tsukiyo o nagamuredo rampu no kage 
no utsurite miezu （I gaze at the moonlit 
night beyond the glass door, but the 
lamp’s reflection obscures my view）"  

The Disciples Who Gathered at Sankai

Natsume Sōseki Samukawa Sokotsu Sakamoto Shihōda

Gangu-chō   （Toy  Notebook） 

First issue of Hototogisu
Shiki’s Poetry Treatise Futatabi Uta Yomini Atauru Sho （A Second Letter to Tanka Poets）

（Reprinted from the Nihon facsimile edition by Yumanishobo）
Futatabi Uta Yomini Atauru Sho （A Second Letter to Tanka Poets）

Nihon

In 1900 （Meiji 33）, Shiki published Jojibun （Narrative 
Writing）, advocating for shaseibun ̶ a style of prose that 
clearly depicts things as they are, exactly as they are seen. In 
the same year, Shiki established the study group Sankai with his 
disciples to refine and develop their writing skills. He himself 
left behind collections of essays such as Bokujū Itteki （A Drop 
of Ink） and Byōshō Rokushaku （A Sickbed of Six Shaku）.

Jojibun  （Narrative

Bokujū Itteki （A Drop

Writing）,

of Ink） Byōshō Rokushaku （A Sickbed of Six Shaku）.


