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MASAOKA SHIKI 

RAMBLING WALKS COLLECTION 

 

In 1895, Masaoka Shiki (1867-1902) went to China as 

a war correspondent for the First Sino-Japanese war.  

On the voyage back to Japan, he coughed up large 

amounts of blood and was hospitalized in Kobe for 

some time and convalesced in a sanitorium in Suma. 

When he was strong enough, he returned to 

Matsuyama where he stayed with his friend Natsume 

Soseki (1867-1916) in Soseki’s lodgings, called 

Gudabutsuan, for about two months. During that time, 

from September to October, as he regained his 

strength, he went on five walks, ginkō, in the 

Matsuyama area with Soseki, members of his haiku 

group, Shōfūkai, or alone. The Rambling Walks 

Collection is a haiku diary of these walks.  
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